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Woodside welcomes 
approval of North West 
Shelf Project Extension

Inspiring futures through 
work experience

The Australian Government’s final decision to grant environmental 
approval for the North West Shelf Project Extension is positive news 
for Woodside Energy and Karratha as our host community.

The decision provides certainty for the ongoing operation of the 
North West Shelf Project. 

For Karratha and surrounds, this has meant sustained employment, 
meaningful social contributions, a legacy built on responsible energy 
development and a deep-rooted connection with the local community.

Over its lifetime, the North West Shelf Project has paid more than A$40 
billion in royalties and excise, supported thousands of Australian jobs 
and contributed over A$300 million to social investment initiatives and 
infrastructure support in the City of Karratha.

Importantly, the approval follows an extensive environmental 
assessment and appeal process and includes rigorous conditions to 
manage the protection of cultural heritage.   

This includes conditions that require additional monitoring and 
management of air emissions to protect the Dampier Archipelago 
(including Burrup Peninsula or Murujuga).

Woodside is committed to protecting the Murujuga Cultural 
Landscape and we were a proud supporter of the World Heritage 
nomination and assessment process, led by Ngarda Ngarli, the 
Traditional Custodians of Murujuga, on the World Heritage listing. 

The internationally peer-reviewed, best-practice science conducted 
by the Murujuga Rock Art Monitoring Program, led by Murujuga 
Aboriginal Corporation and Western Australian Department of Water 

We recently had the pleasure of hosting Programmed work 
experience students from Karratha Senior High School, Roebourne 
District High School and St Luke’s College Karratha at Pluto LNG and 
Karratha Gas Plant. 

The students had the opportunity to shadow our teams, gaining 
insights into day-to-day operations and exploring the diverse career 
pathways available right here in the Pilbara. 

Thank you all participating students, we hope the experience sparked 
some new ideas for your future pathways.

and Environmental Regulation, confirms that with the right controls 
and collaboration, co-existence of industry and cultural heritage is 
not only possible, but already happening.  

As we shape the future of the North West Shelf alongside our  
Pluto LNG operations and the development of the Scarborough 
Energy Project, our commitment to collaboration and consultation 
remains strong. 

We will continue to work closely with our colleagues, partners,  
and neighbours.

I’m looking forward to supporting Woodside’s future in Karratha, 
reflecting the values and aspirations of the place we have proudly 
called home for over four decades.

Derek Paulgaard  
Asset Manager North West Shelf Onshore

“Over its lifetime, 
the North West 
Shelf Project has 

paid more than A$40 
billion in royalties 
and excise, supported 
thousands of Australian 
jobs and contributed 
over A$300 million 
to social investment 
initiatives and 
infrastructure support in 
the City of Karratha.”

https://www.facebook.com/woodsidenorthwest


Woodside Energy recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as Australia’s first peoples.

We acknowledge the unique connection of the Traditional Custodians to land, waters and the environment where we operate 
in the City of Karratha. We extend this recognition and respect to First Nations peoples and communities around the world.
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Yurra and Woodside Energy made a collaborative contribution to the 
Roebourne Work Camp by donating 34 tonnes of scaffold boards.

During supplier visits, Local Content Manager, Julie Attwood, realised 
there was an opportunity to re-purpose redundant scaffold materials, 
no longer being used at Karratha Gas Plant.

The materials were welcomed by the men at the Department of 
Justice Roebourne Work Camp. They were used to make furniture 
for not-for-profit organisations and local community groups, helping 
participants develop employable skills, as well as providing benefits 
to Pilbara regional communities.

Some of the projects completed using these repurposed materials 
include; timber picnic benches for the Roebourne District Hospital, 
outdoor seating and cubby houses for local schools and daycares, 
and tables to display the work of local Aboriginal artists. These 
projects improve community spaces and connectivity, while providing 
a platform for artists to gain recognition and income.

Read more about the collaboration between Yurra, Woodside, and the 
Department of Justice and the positive impact on community here.

Building community 
connections: repurposing for 
a brighter future

Community  
partnerships valued
On the evening of 13 August 2025, we had the privilege of celebrating  
the incredible contributions of our community partners at our  
annual Community Partner Sundowner, held at The Shelf, Red Earth 
Arts Precinct.

Our sundowner event was a heartfelt tribute to the people and 
organisations making a real difference across the Pilbara. 

Hosted by Derek Paulgaard, Asset Manager – North West Shelf 
Onshore, the event featured inspiring reflections from Sophie 
Martin, One Tree Community Services Inc. sharing information about 
our award-winning Roebourne Pathways Program partnership 
and its impact on local youth and Stacey Giles, Reach Us Pilbara, 
highlighting vital cancer support services available to families in  
the region.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to recognise the incredible 
work happening across the City of Karratha. 

The Woodside Community Grant Program opens in October, providing 
funding of up to $5,000 to community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations in the City of Karratha to support health, liveability, 
sustainability and environmental outcomes. 

https://www.facebook.com/woodsidenorthwest
https://www.woodside.com/media-centre/news-stories/story/building-community-connections--repurposing-for-a-brighter-future
https://www.woodside.com/media-centre/news-stories/story/building-community-connections--repurposing-for-a-brighter-future
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Scarborough’s subsea infrastructure now in place
The Scarborough Energy Project has reached another exciting 
milestone–this time beneath the waves. The team has  
successfully completed the penultimate subsea installation 
campaign, marking a significant step toward first LNG cargo in the 
second half of 2026.

Approximately 375 km off the Pilbara coast, over 400 pieces of 
subsea equipment have now been assembled and installed in the 
Scarborough field, including the impressive 305-tonne Riser Base 
Manifold. With all critical infrastructure in place and tested, the 
project is now more than 86% complete (excluding Pluto Train 1 
modifications) and ready for the hook-up and commissioning of the 
floating production unit (FPU) upon its arrival.

The Scarborough Offshore Facility and Trunkline (Operations)
Environment Plan (EP) is now approved, setting out how Woodside 
will manage environmental risks and impacts associated with 
offshore operations. The EP covers activities such as FPU 
installation, commissioning, and ongoing operations, as well as 
inspection, maintenance, and repair of subsea infrastructure.

Click here to read more about the Scarborough Energy Project.

Woodside North West

This is the 80 m long, 32” diameter rigid pipe spool 
which weighs approximately 230 tonnes and was 

fabricated in Henderson, Western Australia.

Woodside is building for the future: 30 new homes in Karratha
Woodside Energy (Karratha Services) Pty Ltd, has awarded contracts 
for the construction of an additional 30 new homes in Karratha 
for Woodside’s residential employees. Under the award, 20 new 
homes will be built by Thomas Building and 10 by Traditional Owner 
business, Yurra Building, both locally based contractors.

Expected to be completed from mid-2026, the new houses will be 
owned by Woodside and are additional to the recent construction 
of 20 new homes under a 15-year build-to-lease agreement with 
Karratha Housing, a subsidiary of Yurra Building.  

Awarding the construction contracts to Thomas Building and Yurra 
Building is part of Woodside’s ongoing commitment to delivering 
business opportunities that boost jobs and support the local 
economy. The contracts include provisions for the employment of 
local apprentices and trainees. 

Woodside Pluto Asset Manager Kate Bardill said the new contracts 
were part of the company’s Karratha housing approach, which aimed 
to providing quality housing options for employees while balancing 
the needs of the local housing market.

“Woodside’s approach to housing includes investment in new builds, 
the sale of older housing stock on the open market and support for 
local housing affordability initiatives such as the City of Karratha’s 
Service Worker Accommodation program,” said Kate.

Under Woodside’s predominantly residential frontline workforce 
policy, approximately 75% of the company’s employees working at its 
Karratha operations live locally.

L-R: Woodside Manager Property and Services Tanya Vautier, Yurra Building Manager Tim Clune, Kevin 
Michel MLA, Thomas Building Regional Operations Manager Jason Strange, Woodside Senior  
Corporate Affairs Adviser Camille Vissouarn.

https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/growth-projects/Scarborough-Energy-Project
https://www.facebook.com/woodsidenorthwest


Let’s  
Talk

Our plans, Your say
Head to woodside.com/consultation-activities to read  
our latest edition and Environment Plan consultation information.

We welcome feedback on your relevant functions, activities or interests. 
Alternatively, you can contact us at consultation@feedback.woodside.com or on 1800 442 977.

This year saw the continuation of Woodside’s support for the City of 
Karratha’s Red Earth Arts Festival (REAF). We were proud to once 
again sponsor ‘REAF at The Quarter,’ offering a suite of free, family-
friendly activities, activating and transforming the area into a hub of 
artistic and cultural activity. 

The main attraction of REAF at The Quarter was ‘The Whale’ 
installation; inviting viewers to interact with a large whale puppet and 
its sea friends while listening to whale vocalisations – an immersive 
experience enjoyed by all ages.

REAF is moving towards becoming a destination festival for the 
region, and Woodside and its joint venture partners are proud 
to support the continued provision of important and much-loved 
community events, livability initiatives and significant local 
government projects. 

Artists from Yinjaa-Barni Art Group painted and displayed art on site, 
welcoming the public to watch the creation of several pieces and 
engage in conversations.

A community concert featured roving entertainment, stage 
performances, music, food trucks and the Karratha District Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry markets. 

Attendees were treated to Maori cultural displays, Brazilian samba 
and Chinese dance while enjoying face painting, elaborately 
costumed stilt artists, Dr Hubble’s bubble display, jazz music from 
the Perth Symphony Orchestra and a calming space at The Inclusive 
Movement’s sensory tent.

Woodsiders enjoyed engaging with the diverse Karratha community 
discussing Woodside’s work in the North West and listening to 
community feedback on our activities.

The festival finale featured First Lights - Bunggaliyarra Munggu, 
presented by Fremantle Biennale in collaboration with Juluwarlu 
Art Group and supported by Woodside and its Pluto Train 2 Joint 
Venture partners. Woodside is proud to support events like REAF, 
bringing the community together, strengthening local connections, 
and fostering a sense of collective pride.

REAF reflections

The Woodside Community Grants program 
is part of our commitment to help build 
local capacity and develop opportunities for 
community wellbeing.

If your club or organisation has a great idea or needs extra 
support, Woodside wants to hear from you. Grants of up to 
$5,000 are available to support community initiatives in the 
City of Karratha and the Shire of Exmouth.

Applications close Friday, 31 October 2025 and can be 
completed online at woodside.com/social-contribution

For more information, please email  
northwestcommunities@woodside.com

woodside.com

Applications open Wednesday, 
1 October 2025

Woodside 
Community Grants

Karratha Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service were Woodside 
Community Grant recipients, 2024

https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities
mailto:consultation%40feedback.woodside.com?subject=
mailto:https://www.woodside.com/sustainability/social/social-contribution?subject=
mailto:northwestcommunities%40woodside.com?subject=
https://www.woodside.com/

