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Sangomar Field Development FID Statement Signing Ceremony 

The Woodside Senegal team embracing and celebrating Senegalese culture
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Further information

The Sangomar Field Development is operated by Woodside on 
behalf of the Rufisque, Sangomar Offshore and Sangomar Deep 
Offshore (RSSD) joint-venture composed of Woodside, Cairn 
Energy PLC, FAR Limited and Societé des Petroles du Sénégal 
(PETROSEN)

This Overview, along with other information on Woodside’s 
Sangomar Field Development, is available at www.woodside.com.au

Proposed developments are subject to joint venture approvals, 
regulatory approvals and relevant commercial arrangements.

Therefore, development concept and timing may be subject to change.

www.woodside.com.au

The Sangomar Field Development is Approved

In January 2020, Woodside and its joint venture partners made the 
final investment decision (FID) for the first phase of the Sangomar 
Field Development which is targeting to be Senegal’s first offshore 
oil development. The FID decision initiated the execution phase of 
the project, which will include the drilling of the 23 subsea wells, the 
commencement of the construction of the offshore infrastructure 
with the commencement of production from Sangomar oil reservoirs 
in 2023. 

On 14 January, a ceremony was held in Dakar in the presence of 
the Minister of Petroleum and Energies, Mouhamadou Makhtar 
Cisse, and other senior Ministry officials to witness the signing of 
the FID statement by the joint-venture, following execution of key 
contracts and agreements a few days earlier. Woodside also hosted 
a celebration with more than 100 representatives of the Government 
of Senegal, the diplomatic corps, industry and civil society in 
attendance to celebrate this historical milestone in the development 
of the oil and gas industry in Senegal.

As part of taking FID, Woodside awarded a series of key contracts 
for the Sangomar Field Development including a purchase contract 

for the FPSO facility with Modec Inc; the subsea construction and 
installation contract with Subsea Integration Alliance (SIA); and the 
drill rig contract with Diamond Offshore. These contractors among 
others have commenced the final engineering and preparations for 
the project. In light of the impacts of COVID-19, Woodside has taken 
early steps to proactively manage the emerging impacts of the 
pandemic on the supply chain and project schedule and is working 
with contractors, the Government of Senegal and the joint venture.

Through 2020, Woodside will continue to progress key activities 
in Senegal for the Sangomar Field Development, including the 
establishment of a marine supply base at the Port of Dakar and 
supporting key contractors with their local employment, regulatory 
permitting and procurement activities in anticipation of drilling and 
installation of project infrastructure commencing in 2021.

The first phase of the Sangomar Field Development will support 
more than 20 years of oil production, providing billions of dollars of 
revenue for Senegal through government payments and through 
Petrosen as joint venture participant in the project.

Meet the Woodside Senegal Team

In 2016, Woodside was established in Senegal with a small team who 
laid the foundations of a vibrant country office supporting in country 
activities for the Sangomar Field Development

The role of the Woodside team in Senegal, is to support key activities 
including government and stakeholder engagement, finance, legal 
and other key activities which will support the development and 
operations of the Sangomar project. The local team is comprised 
of eight Senegalese nationals and three Australians, along with 30 
service providers who supports the day to day activities of Woodside 
in Senegal.

The Country Manager for Senegal is David Grislain and his role 
is to manage Woodside’s activities in Senegal and establish a 

dynamic, professional local team to support the Sangomar Field 
Development. “The success for the Sangomar Development will be 
our local Senegalese workforce and this team will grow as activities 
increase. The team is vital to the Woodsides success. We are 
currently implementing regular training programs for our staff based 
on Woodside approach to learning and development, which is 70% 
on the job training, 20% relationships including mentoring and 10% 
formal education. This training is delivered in Dakar but also through 
trips to our headquarters in Australia,” said David.

Woodside is committed to providing opportunities for the 
Senegalese nationals on the Sangomar Field Development, and is 
working with the Government of Senegal, contractors and industry 
partners to enable these opportunities.

We welcome your feedback and questions

At Woodside, any question, issue or comment is welcomed and all 
stakeholders are encouraged to voice their concerns and comment 
on current and planned activities.

In Senegal, Woodside uses a variety of communication tools and 
undertakes regular consultations to ensure that relevant local 
communities and stakeholders are kept informed and consulted  
on Woodside-related activities and the development of the  
Sangomar field. 

The community feedback process for Senegal has been developed 
to collect all opinions and concerns, as well as grievances regarding 
the activities of Woodside and its subcontractors. 

Whilst the local team is currently restricted in travelling to  
meet the stakeholder’s in Senegal, the team is available by  
sending a message via WhatsApp on +221 76 223 43 41 or  
email at developppementsne@woodside.com.au 

Welcome to the first Sangomar Field Development community update. The community update 
provides Woodside an opportunity to inform the community of the latest activities occurring in 
Senegal to support the Sangomar Field Development, Senegal’s first offshore oil development.

Sangomar Field Development FID Statement signing ceremony 

The Woodside Senegal team embracing and celebrating Senegalese culture
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The seismic survey is complete

In February 2020, Woodside completed a marine seismic survey of 
the Sangomar Field and other surrounding oil and gas fields. The 
survey was undertaken in two phases between July 2019 through 
to November 2019 and in February 2020. It covered an area of 
approximately 2300km2 which is nearly 28 times the size of Dakar. 
The seismic survey will provide a better understanding of the 
geology and reservoirs to support the development of the 
 Sangomar Field.

In preparation for the seismic survey, a series of stakeholder 
engagement activities were held with fishing and other community 
stakeholders across the Dakar, Thies and Fatick regions. This 
engagement informed stakeholders of the planned marine survey 
and also provided them with vital safety information and details of 
the mitigation measures to minimise impacts on fishing activities in 
the area of the survey. A majority of the artisinal fishing associations, 
fishing quays and communities along the Petite Cote between  

The Gambia and Dakar were engaged by Woodside prior and 
during the seismic survey to seek their feedback and address their 
questions on the activity.

Following feedback from stakeholders, Woodside implemented a 
wide range of engagement techniques including the distribution of 
fact sheets and posters, an extensive radio campaign, Senegalese 
fishing liaison officers (FLOs) aboard guard vessels at sea and daily 
activity look ahead and updates issued via WhatsApp. Woodside also 
engaged town criers at busy fishing quays of the Thies and Dakar 
areas to provide regular updates to fishermen when the survey was 
close the coast. During the survey more than 500 fishermen were 
engaged at sea and close to 100 enquires were received by Woodside.

Woodside would like to thank the CLPAs and the wider fishing 
community for their support for the safe operation of the  
marine survey. 

Maximising local content

Woodside is committed to maximising local content for Senegal 
from the Sangomar Field Development. 

In 2017, Woodside supported the foundation of Invest in Africa (IIA) 
in Senegal, a not-for-profit organisation that supports small and 
medium enterprises (SME) across Africa gain access opportunities 
to tender and engage in the supply chain of the oil and gas industry. 
In collaboration with IIA, Woodside has actively engaged local 
SMEs through seminars and workshops to help them prepare 
for the upcoming procurement activities for the Sangomar Field 
Development contractors.

On 5 March 2020, IIA and Subsea Integration Alliance (SIA), the 
contractor responsible for the subsea infrastructure on the Sangomar 
Field Development hosted a workshop briefing for over 150 local 
SMEs on the procurement opportunities with their scopes of work in 
Senegal. The event also provided an opportunity for these businesses 
to network and meet with the SIA, IIA and Woodside teams.

This event the first of many supplier briefings for the Sangomar 
Development and with the continued support for IIA, Woodside is 
expecting to have a high level of participation of the Senegalese 
SMEs throughout the project’s local supply chain.

Supporting the growth of INPG

Woodside has been working closely with the National Institute of Oil 
and Gas (INPG) to help educate and grow a local professional and 
skilled Senegalese workforce ready to support the Sangomar Field 
Development and the growing oil and gas industry in Senegal. 

Support to date includes providing computers, high-tech teaching 
equipment and industry-leading oil and gas education materials 
to support the INPG Master’s Program. Funding was also provided 
to develop a business plan for INPG, which was undertaken by a 

leading international independent consultancy. The business plan 
was developed in consultation with INPG and sets a road map for 
the development of a world-class training institute for West Africa.

Woodside is committed to supporting INPG and is working on its 
next tranche of support for the Institute help develop locally skilled 
oil and gas workforce to participate in the growing oil and gas 
industry in Senegal.

A consultation with fishermen in Bargny

Presentation of the INPG Business Plan as part of the Ministerial delegation visit to Woodside in Australia with representatives of the joint venture

Contribution to the Senegal COVID-19 Fund

At Woodside, we are committed to getting through the COVID-19 pandemic by supporting our people, our suppliers and local 
communities where we operate. 

In Senegal, Woodside has donated US$50,000 to the COVID-19 Fund established by Government of Senegal. This donation is part of 
Woodside’s broader COVID-19 community fund supporting our communities in Australia and around the world.

Woodside remains committed to delivering long-term economic and social benefits for neighbouring communities of the Sangomar Field 
Development and to Senegal. We continue to build upon existing support for social investments programs, community events  
and capacity building initiatives for the Government of Senegal.

Iba Fall, IIA Senegal Country Manager at a Sangomar Project supplier briefing


