
Project overview
Woodside Energy is developing the Scarborough natural gas field, located in
the Carnarvon Basin, approximately 375 km o� the coast of Western Australia (WA). 

The development includes the installation of a semi-submersible floating production 
unit (FPU), moored in 950 m of water, connected by an approximately 430 km 
pipeline to a second LNG train (Pluto Train 2) at the existing Pluto LNG onshore 
facility.

Initially, eight wells will be drilled, with 13 wells drilled over the life of the Scarborough 
field.

The Scarborough Energy Project will produce around 8 million tonnes per annum 
(Mtpa) of LNG. Approximately 5 Mtpa of Scarborough gas will be processed through 
Pluto Train 2, with up to 3 Mtpa processed through the existing Pluto Train 1.

Woodside is operator of the Scarborough Energy Project and currently has a 100% 
participating interest in the Scarborough field. In August 2023, Woodside entered 
into an agreement with LNG Japan to sell a 10% interest in the Scarborough Joint 
Venture. 

Project benefits
The Scarborough Energy Project is expected to deliver significant long-term benefits 
over the life cycle of the project.

The development of the Scarborough Energy Project will provide a boost to the WA 
economy and communities, growing jobs and bringing work through the supply chain. 
The project will also support investment in education, training and jobs.

Since 2011, Woodside has paid more than A$18 billion in Australian taxes and royalties, 
which can support the essential services Australians rely on including hospitals, schools 
and roads.

Right now, we are focused on delivering our Scarborough Energy Project which is 
located near Karratha in the state’s Pilbarra region. 

Timely start-up of Scarborough in 2026 is critical. Without more gas from the 
Scarborough Energy Project there is a very real threat of energy supply disruptions 
later this decade. The independent Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) has 
forecast gas supply shortages as early as 2027.

While we remain on track, we are increasingly concerned at the slow progress of 
regulatory approvals, and look to the Australian Government for a resolution as a 
priority. Failure to produce first gas in 2026 will be felt in WA and across the country. 

Our industry matters because society relies on gas. Gas provides reliable energy and 
is a key feedstock for manufacturing of products that are central to our lives. From the 
plastic in a toothbrush to the fertilizer used to grow our food, from the petrol or diesel 
in a car to the bitumen in WA roads, and the electricity that powers our businesses and 
homes.

For the gas sector to continue to play its essential role, a stable investment and policy 
environment is a must.
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Figure 1 – Pluto Train 2 site



Local content
Woodside recognises the critical role local content plays in maximising 
the benefits of the project to the community.

As at October 2023, through the Scarborough Energy Project, we have 
engaged more than 225 businesses in WA, including more than 60 
businesses in Karratha to work on Pluto Train 2. To date, more than 30 
contracts have been awarded to Indigenous businesses by Woodside’s 
construction contractor Bechtel or its subcontractors.

The project has already awarded more than A$3.6 billion in contracts to 
WA companies.

Environment management
The Scarborough reservoir contains less than 0.1% carbon dioxide and  
combined with processing design efficiencies at the FPU (o�shore) 
and at Pluto Train 2 (onshore) will deliver one of the lowest carbon 
intensity projects for LNG delivered into Asian markets.1 

The Scarborough Energy Project spans both Commonwealth and 
Western Australian jurisdictions. 

Activities in State waters include dredging, pipelay, sand backfill and 
pipeline installation operations. 

Activities in Commonwealth waters include drilling of the gas wells, 
installation of the FPU and installation of the pipeline section and related 
activities. 

Key Commonwealth and State primary environmental approvals are in 
place, with secondary Commonwealth environmental approvals 
currently progressing to support project execution activities. 

Once secondary Commonwealth environmental approvals are accepted, 
Woodside intends to promptly commence activities in Commonwealth 
waters. 

For further information, contact Woodside:
Email: Feedback@woodside.com 
Call: 1800 442 977 
www.woodside.com

Figure 2 – Scarborough Energy Project conceptual diagram 

ABOUT THE PROJECT
Pluto Train 2
The expansion of the Pluto LNG facility to include a second LNG 
processing train provides an e�cient way to develop the Scarborough 
resources. Woodside is the operator and holds a 51% participating 
interest in Pluto Train 2. Global Infrastructure Partners holds a 49% non-
operating participating interest.

With less than 0.1% reservoir CO2, the composition of gas from the 
o�shore Scarborough field is suited to Pluto LNG, which is designed for 
lean gas and nitrogen removal.

Construction works by the engineering, procurement and construction 
contractor, Bechtel, for Pluto Train 2 commenced at the Pluto LNG site 
in June 2022.

Pluto Train 1 modifications
The Pluto Train 1 modifications project comprises of modifications to the 
existing Pluto LNG Train 1 facility and associated infrastructure to enable 
gas from the Scarborough Energy Project to be processed at 
Pluto Train 1.

Following completion of the Project and once the capacity becomes 
available, up to 3 Mtpa of gas from the Scarborough Energy Project will 
be processed at the Pluto Train 1 Facilities.

Kellogg Brown and Root (KBR) were selected as the engineering, 
procurement and construction management contractor for the execute 
phase of the project. 

 
1. Wood Mackenzie, Emissions Benchmarking, June 2023.
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