
Western Australia’s Pilbara  
shorebirds undertake a remarkable 
migration journey of over 10,000 
kilometres to breed in the northern 
hemisphere, sustained by the 
region’s marine cuisine.  

Around 70 participants recently 
attended an annual community 
event at Hearson’s Cove featuring 
shorebird watching and  
information sessions, and a tour of 
the incredible petroglyphs at 
Nganjarli (Deep George). 

The event aims to raise awareness 
about the significance of the  
Pilbara coast for shorebirds and the 
rich cultural heritage of the area. 
Participants gain insights into the 
birds’ behaviour and contribute 
to conservation efforts within  
the community. 

Woodside Energy thanks the 
collective support from co-hosts, 
Pilbara Ports, Rio Tinto, Yara Pilbara 
and the DBCA Parks and Wildlife 
Service who partnered with the 
Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation 
Rangers and Birdlife Australia. 
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A soaring 
community 
experience

Heritage auditors walking along eastern outside boundary of 
Pluto LNG Plant on Murujuga Country

Image credit: Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation

Learn more about 
Woodside’s cultural 
heritage management here

The rundown

Cultural Connections:  
Woodside’s Commitment 
to Heritage Management 

Woodside has operated on the Burrup 
Peninsula (Murujuga) in the Pilbara 
region of Western Australia for more than 
40 years. We’ve matured our approach 
to heritage management considerably 
over this time, and are proud of the 
relationships we have built with Traditional 
Owners and Custodians.

Every year, Woodside works with 
Traditional Custodians undertaking audits 
of heritage sites around the perimeter 
of the Karratha Gas Plant and Pluto LNG 
Parks. These audits arose from our long-
standing consultation with Traditional 
Custodians regarding Cultural Heritage 
Management at our onshore facilities.

Both assets operate near National Heritage 
and Tentative World Heritage listed sites, 
including Murujuga’s petroglyphs (rock art).  

The primary purpose of the audits is to 
monitor the condition of culturally and 
spiritually significant sites and invite 
recommendations if the potential for 
impacts are detected.

“The audits are also an opportunity for 
Traditional Custodians to connect to areas 
of a cultural landscape that stretch back 
tens of thousands of years, and for the 
community’s reassurance that cultural 
heritage is being managed appropriately 
on Woodside’s leases,” said Daniel  
Thomas, Manager Global Heritage and 
Human Rights.

The most recent heritage audits  
were carried out last year over a two  
week period.

“The feedback from Traditional  
Custodians was that the sites inspected 
remain in generally good condition,”  
said Daniel. 

“Traditional Custodians did identify some 
areas in need of additional vegetation 
management, and that vegetation 
management was supervised by elders 
and Indigenous community members 
in November last year. Another issue 
identified was rubbish washing up on 
shore which is also now managed.”

https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities
https://www.woodside.com/sustainability/social/first-nations-cultural-heritage-and-engagement/australian-cultural-heritage-management


Engaging Exmouth
Did you know that Woodside has been 
engaging with the Exmouth community 
for over 15 years? Woodside operates two 
Floating Production Storage and Offtake 
(FPSO) facilities around 50 kilometres off 
the coast of Exmouth, the Ngujima-Yin 
FPSO and the Pyrenees FPSO.  

In November 2024, Woodside wrapped up 
the year with a series of engagements with 
stakeholders, community partners and the 
Exmouth community.  

This included a Community Liaison Group 
meeting which is a forum co-hosted by 
Woodside and Santos. The joint approach 
stemmed from community feedback 
received around a decade ago, and the 
collaborative format has been retained 
to this day. The group meets three 
times a year and both Woodside and 
Santos provide updates on activities and 
community initiatives, inviting members to 

raise queries and provide feedback. 

Woodside recently presented on our 
climate strategy and invited research 
partner, CSIRO to share updates on 
Ningaloo Outlook, a program furthering 
knowledge on the deep and shallow reefs 
of Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area.   

Woodside and Santos thanked community 
partners during a sundowner event at the 
Exmouth Bowling Club. This was a great 
opportunity to celebrate shared commitment 
to positive community outcomes over a 
friendly game of lawn bowls. 

The following day, Woodside held a pop-up 
Environment Plan consultation stand at 
Ross Street Mall where locals (including 
the iconic Exmouth emus) and visitors 
dropped by to find out more about our 
activities and proposed plans.  

Woodside’s active engagement in 
community illustrates our commitment to 
open and transparent consultation.  

“Working with Woodside has 
not only boosted our business 
but also our reputation, opening 
doors to new opportunities 
across the state,” said Tamara. 

Impact Digi is a Pilbara-based Indigenous 
owned and operated marketing agency with 
close to a decade of experience working with 
Woodside Energy.    

A full-service marketing agency, Impact Digi 
has built relationships with government, 
industry, Indigenous organisations and 
businesses of all sizes helping them to build 
brands and reach stakeholders.   

“The past couple of years have been extra 
rewarding as our reputation has grown 
within Woodside and we’re getting to work 
with team members from other areas of 
their business,” said Impact Digi Managing 
Director, Tamara Bin Amat.

Starting off by offering photography services 
when they first began, Impact Digi has 
transformed over time with a growing team, 
refined services and an expanded reach.  

“Looking back, one of my favourite moments 
was when local Asset Manager for the 
Karratha Gas Plant, Breyden Lonnie 
presented our first ever award for Best 

Community spotlight   Impact felt locally in Karratha

Talking Point

Continue reading about 
Impact Digi’s experience 
working with Woodside here
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Aboriginal Business at the 2015 Karratha 
and Districts Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KDCCI) Business Excellence 
Awards,” said Tamara.  

With Impact Digi recently winning the 
Business Excellence Award for Best Small 
Business at the 2024 Awards, among many 
other accolades, the recognition continues. 

Tamara and her team understand the 
importance of supporting local and 
contributing to their community.  

Managing Director, Tamara Bin Amat left with her team.  

Community partners playing a friendly game of lawn 
bowls during the sundowner event 

Woodsiders ready to chat at Ross St Mall 

Read about the Woodside supported programs focusing on the unique 
ecosystem along the Ningaloo Reef and Exmouth Gulf here

https://www.woodside.com/media-centre/news-stories/story/impact-felt-locally-in-karratha
https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities
https://www.woodside.com/sustainability/environment/environment-and-biodiversity/case-study--ningaloo-region


Environment Plan Activity Type Location Consultation Dates

Goodwyn-Alpha Geophysical and 
Geotechnical Revision

Survey ~140 km north-west of Dampier April 2025

Okha Floating Production Storage and 
Offloading (FPSO) Facility Operations

Operations ~119 km north-west of Dampier April 2025

NWS Trunkline State Operations Operations ~11 km northeast of Dampier June 2025

Pluto Trunkline State Operations Operations ~8 km northeast of Dampier June 2025

NWS Phase 1 P&A and TPA03 Well 
Intervention

Decommissioning and 
Project

~125 km north of Dampier and 138 
km north-west of Dampier

Previous consultation in September 
– October 2024

Angel Subsea Infrastructure Removal Decommissioning ~125km north of Dampier Previous consultation in September 
– October 2024

Progress snapshot

Consultation opportunities

Environment Plan​ Activity Type Date Accepted Status

Minerva Plug and Abandonment Decommissioning 9 January 2025 In scheduling 

Macedon Operations Operations 24 December 2024 In progress

Ngujima-Yin Floating Production Storage and Offtake (FPSO) 
Operations

Operations 19 December 2024 In progress

Minverva Decommissioning and Field Management (State) Decommissioning 27 November 2024 In progress 

Minerva Decommissioning and Field Management 
(Commonwealth)

Decommissioning 14 October 2024 In progress

NWS and Julimar Exploration Wellhead Decommissioning Decommissioning 3 July 2024 In progress 

Angel Operations (Lambert West Drilling) Operations / Project 25 June 2024 In scheduling 

Julimar Development Phase 3 Drilling and Subsea Installation Project 10 June 2024 In scheduling

Goodwyn Alpha Geophysical and Geotechnical Surveys 
Environment Plan

Project 30 May 2024 In progress 

Stybarrow Decommissioning and Field Management / End State Decommissioning 23 May 2024 In progress 

Macedon Operations (State) Operations 24 April 2024 In progress

Griffin Field Decommissioning (End State) Decommissioning 1 March 2024 In progress

Stybarrow Decommissioning and Field Management Decommissioning 8 January 2024 In progress

You can view Commonwealth Environment Plans for approved activities and operations by visiting: 
info.nopsema.gov.au/home/approved_projects_and_activities

Community conversations

Open and transparent consultation is 
important to Woodside. Consulting firm 
GHD was recently in Karratha to speak 
with community stakeholders as part 
of Woodside’s socio-economic impact 
assessments for communities that host 
Woodside’s workforce and assets. 

These insights assist Woodside to identify, 
assess, and manage social impacts and 
benefits that may arise from different 
operational and project scenarios in 
Karratha and aims to uncover new 
ways for Woodside to partner with the 
community in the future.   

This informs Woodside’s future  
strategies for impact management, 
community engagement, local content  
and social investment.  

Further consultation will be taking  
place in April 2025. 

If you’re interested in what Woodside has 
planned on land and sea, come and chat to 
our friendly team and follow the  
Woodside North West Facebook page for 
updates, including our Karratha  
Community Update.

Stay up to date on our continued 
contribution to the community 
we call home.
Search on Facebook or click here

Woodside North West

GHD conducting on the ground consultation with key 
stakeholder, Yurra

https://info.nopsema.gov.au/home/approved_projects_and_activities
https://www.facebook.com/woodsidenorthwest/


To undertake offshore petroleum or 
greenhouse gas activities, a titleholder is 
required to have an accepted Environment 
Plan, also referred to as an EP, in place.  

In accordance with the objectives of the 
government regulations, the main purpose 
of an EP is to demonstrate two things. 
The first is that potential environmental 
impacts and risks from activities are 
identified and appropriate management 
and mitigation controls are implemented 
to a level that is ‘as low as reasonably 
practicable’ (ALARP) and acceptable. 

The second ensures activities are  
carried out in a manner consistent with 
the principles of ecologically sustainable 
development set out in the  
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999. 

It takes extensive work and time to develop 
an EP. A staged approach includes early 
planning of the proposed activity, defining 

the existing environment, consideration 
of potential impacts and risks to the 
environment, and identifying appropriate 
mitigation and control measures to manage 
risks to ALARP and an acceptable level.  

Woodside Environment Plan Delivery Team 
Lead, Tim Mander, came into his role in 
2023 following a number of legal challenges 
on the consultation processes under the 
Offshore Environment Regulations.   

“Coming into the role was an interesting 
and challenging time. We navigated 
our way through this and in 2024, 12 
Environment Plans were accepted with 
activities spanning ongoing operations, 
decommissioning, drilling, surveys, and 
installation of subsea infrastructure on the 
seafloor,” Tim said. 

“This year again, we have a number of 
Environment Plans kicking off across a 
range of different activities. We’ll continue 
to focus on how we improve what we do 

Environment planning continues to move forward

Join the conversation at woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities

to ensure our processes and management 
measures are appropriate to the nature 
and scale of these activities.”  

Environment Plans are required for both 
State and Commonwealth waters, with the  
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management (NOPSEMA) 
assessing and accepting Commonwealth 
EPs and the Department of Energy, Mines, 
Industry Regulation and Safety assessing 
and approving State EPs. 

Woodside’s Commonwealth EPs,  
currently under assessment and EPs that 
have been accepted can be viewed on 
NOPSEMA’s website. 

Several of the Scarborough Energy Project EPs were accepted in late 2023, 
including trunkline installation, with the work completed in October 2024

Have your say
Woodside consults relevant persons while 
preparing our Environment Plans to notify 
them, obtain their input and to assist 
Woodside to confirm current measures or 
identify additional measures, if any, that 
may be taken to lessen or avoid potential 
adverse impacts of the proposed activity on 
the environment. 

We welcome your input so please contact 
us if you’d like to discuss your functions, 
interests or activities which may be affected 
by our proposed activities.

You can access our  
consultation information, provide 
feedback and subscribe for 
updates by cicking here 

Roebourne
Monthly Community Luncheon 
• 26 March 2025, 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 
Woodside Office, 39 Roe Street, 
Roebourne, WA, 6718

Dampier
Dampier Beachside Markets 
• 6 April 2025, 9.00 am – 12 noon 
• 4 May 2025, 9.00 am – 12 noon 
Hampton Oval, Dampier, WA, 6713

Upcoming 
engagement 
opportunities

https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities
https://www.woodside.com/what-we-do/consultation-activities

